ASL122 Extracurricular Activity  12/9/2006

Having just received the J7 this week, I had the chance to play this one last night.  In fact twice our group played out the scenario.  Both playings resulted in a Russian win, in the end fairly convincingly. 

Stephen and Mark played it out, with Stephen having the Russians.  Mark failed to get any smoke out of his AFVs (except when two of them became burning wrecks) and hardly made it across the road, let alone into the victory building.  Stephen's numerous snake eyes certainly helped his defence, and by the end of turn three Mark conceded. 

Simon and I slugged it out to the end, with Simon getting the best of the beginning.  I had a little single squad on the south flank, which earned the red star for every member.  Alone it killed a squad and a half, and broke a further three.  It never suffered a single adverse effect, and at one time held up more than a third of the Hungarian force. 

This allowed me to recuperate and rush back to the victory building, which was just as well, as a Hungarian leader went berserk taking a squad with it into CC in the B2 building.  Some close fighting ensued, with both sides taking losses in CC, and the Russians capturing two squads and a wounded 7-0 leader.  A Zyini managed to get a critical against a stack in this building, turning a 447 squad into red paste, and destroying the HMG, but the 9-1 leader did not even pin.  The T34s took out two Zyinis, while another went down to street fighting.  The last one was forced to withdraw after boxing an intensive fire shot. 

While the game did go down to the last turn, but that time Simon was reduced to two good order squads, and I had four squads, two leaders and machine guns in the victory building, and two T34s guarding the only path for his remaining forces. 

I had my share of good luck, managing to cause MC against stacks in stone buildings.  Simon could not pass an MC to save himself, but did rally quite a few broken squads during the game. 

I did enjoy the game.  Simon is a very good player, and it is always good to pull off a win against him.  It is hard to say how balanced the scenario is.  Simon did make it into the victory building by the third turn, but then had some bad luck.  Overall though, I'd have to say it favors the Russians.  A good player would be able to win as the Hungarians, given even luck. 

I'd have to say that my initial reaction to J7 was disappointment.  The eastern front is not my favorite, but having played this, I will give some of the others a playing.


Bill Brodie 

Canberra, Australia.

